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To our dear volunteersñ 
 

canõt believe that so much has happened since the last Volunteer. We 

hosted eighty-some sixth graders, held our first òveddy proppahó 

British Teañmore on that laterñfor a nearly-full house of 30 ladies, 

hosted our first meeting and dinner for the full Commission (a first for 

Becky and me, at least), as well as somehow doing all of our òregularó 

stuff. Becky is working on some wonderful marketing and event projects 

and I spent five days in Tampa at the Museum Store Association 

Conferenceñyikes! Itõs a bit crazy, but I wouldnõt want to be anywhere 

else.  
 

When I say that òWEó did something, I include all of YOU in that WE. 

Becky and I couldnõt accomplish a quarter of what we do without you, 

our treasured volunteers. And as we move forward and start even more 

new projects, we will need youñand more volunteers like youñeven 

more.   
 

ow, about the Spring Tea. Wowñwe were really excited to have 

such a response. For those of you who werenõt with us, we had seated 

service with three courses: sandwiches, scones and 

sweets, all with lots of tea served in silver teapots. 

Our extra-special thanks and undying gratitude 

go to Mandy FitzSimons for teaching us how and 

what to serve and for making some of the treats. 

Bev Kirchmier again lent us some of her 

incredible collection of fine china and silver, so 

that everything would look just right, and helped 

us set up and serve (whew!). Sandy Hartwell and 

Peggy Wright were truly indispensible as 

sandwich-assemblers (and ðtasters!), money-takers and cleaner-uppers. 

In addition, Connor Tripp, the granddaughter of volunteer Barbara 

Copeland, was a charming and gracious server. 
 

pring has sprung in Edenton and the visitors are here! Thanks to you 

all for taking such good care of everyone who comes to the Barker 

Houseñgreeting them, educating them . . .  and encouraging them to 

donate! You are the public face of the Edenton Historical Commission, 

and we are proud of all of you. 

 

 
 

f you havenõt stopped by in a 

while, please come and see us. 

Youõll see many changes in the 

Bookshop and in the rest of the 

Barker House.  
 

Weõd love to see you and get 

your feedback. Thanks to you all 

for your time and continued 

support. 
 

 

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR    

OOFF  TTHHEE  MMOONNTTHH  
 

Becky and I would like to 

recognize MANDY 

FITZSIMONS as the May 

volunteer of the month. She so 

graciously gave us a crash 

course in ñBritish Tea for 

Dummies,ò overseeing every 

tiny detail so that we would not 

only do everything properly this 

time, but that we can now do it 

on our own in the future. We 

about wore her out, but she was 

uncomplaining and hard 

working. We owe the success of 

our first Tea to herðwe are so 

fortunate to have her with us.   
 

For all you do, Mandy,  

thank you so much! 
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 Terri  



Call for Volunteers! 
We are looking for volunteers for a few special projects: 

 EVENTS 

Please save the dates: Community Clean-up Day for the Barker House 

(see last page) on Sunday, June 1st. We will have a booth at the 

Edenton Music & Water Festival on Saturday, June 14th and we will be 

hosting a Childrenôs Tea on Tuesday, June 17th. We will need help with 

each of these events, including food prep, room setup, clean up, and 

booth set up, staffing, and clean up. 
 

  ARCHIVES  

We are turning the north room on the third floor into archives. We still 

need a few good folks to take on the job of organizing what we have so 

far. This would be a drop-in and work-whenever-you-want-to project. 
 

 WELCOME COMMITTEE 

Several people have expressed interest in reviving the Welcome 

Committee, but we still need a chairperson. The committee prepares 

welcome bags and visits newcomers to the area. Another make-your-own 

schedule project that really makes a difference.  
 

 DOCENTS 

Yes, we still need a few more docents to take regular shifts (especially 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons). If you know anyone who might be 

interested in donating three hours of their time per month, please send 

them our way! We really need them! 
 

  COMMEMORATIVE BRICKS 

Now that there are so many commemorative bricks outside the Barker 

Houseðwith more on the wayðit would be really helpful to have them 

ñmapped.ò A volunteer or two could take photos of the bricks and create a 

spreadsheet, listing brick location, purchaser and honoree. 

 

News from the Bookshop 
Iõve put a whole cabinetõs worth of items ON SALE 50% or more OFF! There are 

some great bargainsé and Mothers Day, graduations and weddings are fast 

approaching.  
 

The first items that I bought in Tampa for the Shop arrived todayñIõm really 

excited and hope you will be, too. Lots of new kidsõ books and some beautiful 

enameled mini teapots in seven designs are already here, with more items on the 

way, including Colonial toys and craft kits, model cannons and nice things for 

adults as well. (Iõm still looking for more locally made crafts, so please keep your 

eyes open.) 
 

I want everyone in Edenton to start thinking of the Barker House as a shopping 

destinationñitõs not just for tourists! 

Itõs a Date! 
Å May 13thñTake the Edenton 

Trolley Tour FREE! If you missed 

the Volunteer Retreat in 

February, hereõs a great 

opportunity to catch up on your 

local history. Fifty-minute tours 

run all day; check with the 

Visitors Center at 482-2637 for 

more information. 

Å May 29thñVOLUNTEER 

RETREAT. Educational session 

& picnic, Barker House porch. 

4-6:30 p.m.  

Å June 1stñCommunity Barker 

House Cleanup Day, 2-5 p.m. 

Å June 14thñMusic & Water 

Festival. We will have a booth 

promoting the Lighthouse (see 

òCall for Volunteers,ó left). 

Å June 17thñChildrenõs Tea. 

Details to follow (see òCall for 

Volunteers,ó left). 

 

EHC POWERPOINT 

PRESENTATION 

AVAILABLE FOR 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
 

The Edenton Historic 

Commission will offer its new 

PowerPoint presentation, 

ñHistoric Preservation Helps 

Communities Prosper,ò to any 

community group that is 

interested. The presentation 

details the Commissionôs 

mission and goals and how 

historic preservation makes 

Edenton and Chowan County a 

better place to live. Please call 

Terri or Becky at 482-7800 for 

more information and to 

schedule this program for your 

group. 

 



SPECIAL THANKS  
 donõt think Iõve ever lived anywhere else like Edenton, where so many folks 

have such a generous spirit. 
 

Have you seen the beautiful new microwave in the Barker House kitchen? Itõs 

on loan from Frank and Beverly Palm. Thanks, Palms! 
 

 mentioned those who helped us with our first Tea, but itõs appropriate to 

thank them again. Mandy, Bev, Sandy, Peggy and Connorñthank you for 

making it a success. Someone I neglected to mention earlier, but who is no less 

appreciated is the indefatigable John Caveney, who helped move all those 

tables and chairs! By the way, we grossed almost $600 in donations for the EHC, 

so thank you also to everyone who attended. 
 

Another special thank you goes to Kyra Hicks and Jake Forbes, who did a great 

job of entertaining and educating all those sixth graders. 
 

nd, as always, so many thanks to Penelope Barkerõs best friend, Madison 

Phillips. He entertained and educated the sixth graders as well. He has 

single-handedly cleaned up the interior of the Lighthouse and serves as its de 

facto volunteer caretaker. He keeps the mailbox of informational flyers stocked 

and has led tours of the Lighthouse for the EHC Commissioners and for 

countless others when asked. He also continues to help us and Don Jordan 

(chairperson of EHCõs Historic Structures committee) several times a week with 

projects around the Barker House. He is irreplaceable and a blessing to the 

Barker House, the Lighthouse and the Commission. Thank you, thank you and 

thank you again, Madison! 

 

We know that not everyone has the time to do the òextrasó that these volunteers 

have done. Please know that we value all of you for giving what you can to the 

Edenton Historical Commission. Every visitor greeted, every dollar received, 

every postcard sold gets us closer to fulfilling our Mission. Thank you one and all. 

 

 

Donõt miss the next  

VOLUNTEER RETREAT! 

Thursday, May 29th, 4-6:30 p.m. 

Educational Session 

Followed by a Picnic! 

w 

Barker House Porch 
 

 

 
Mothers 
Day is 
May 
11th! 

What do you want? 

1. Tell the kids you want to be 

immortalized with a  

Barker House brick! 
 

2. Remind the kids of all the 

great new things at the Barker 

House Bookshop! 

 

What will you give? 

1. Show your Mama how much 

you honor her by ordering a 

Barker House brick in her name! 
 

2. Show her sheôs special by 

choosing something from the 

Barker House Bookshop! 
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Get out your gardening gloves  

for a great cause! 

BARKER HOUSE  

COMMUNITY 

CLEAN-UP DAY! 
Sunday, June 1, 2-5 p.m. 

Please plan to pitch in and help make  

the Barker House and its grounds sparkle! 

 

Q. What is the one thing that you can do  

that would help us the most?  

A .  If you are a docent, and you canõt fill  

your shift, please arrange for a substitute. 

 
Our prayers and condolences are with Sandy Hartwell for the death of her 

mother, and with Susan Creighton for the death of her brother-in-law. 
 

w 
 

We are also thinking of and praying for several other members of our 

Barker House òfamilyó who have seriously ill loved ones. 

Itõs Volunteer 

Appreciation 

Week (April 27-

May 4) and we 

appreciate you! 

See our ad in the 

Chowan Herald on 

April 30th! 
 

Did you know? 
 

Thomas and Penelope Barker are 

both buried at Hayes Plantation. 
 

There are eight Revolutionary War-

era cannons in Edenton. 
 

In 1899, ice on Albemarle Sound 

destroyed the second Roanoke 

River Lighthouse by cutting down 

two of its pilings. 
 

Do you haveé? 
 

Weôre looking for some large 

appropriate outdoor planter pots 

(and plants?) for the Barker House 

front and back doors. If you have 

some youôre no longer using, weôd 

be grateful for the loan or donation. 

(P.S. Also a silk arrangement for 

the parlouré.?) 

 

 

 

 

E d i t o r :  T e r r i  F o x 

C o m m i s s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

emai l :  te r r i fox2@gmai l .com 

505 South  Broad St ree t 

Edenton ,  NC 27932 

252-482-7800 

www.edentonhistoricalcommission.com 


